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Climate Science Motivation
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(~ 50% of world’s population now lives in 

urban areas)
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Citizens of 
Fort Collins
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As of 1/29/09, 911 mayors have agreed to
“Strive to meet or beat the Kyoto
Protocol targets in their own cities.”

16 in Colorado
Aspen
Basalt
Boulder
Denver
Durango
Frisco
Glenwood Springs
Gunnison
Nederland
New Castle
Pagosa Springs
Telluride
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Colorado
Aspen
Boulder
Carbondale
Denver
Fort Collins
Manitou Spgs.

• 687 local govs in 31 counties
• > 160 local governments in the US
• Representing ~ 20% of U.S. population
• Reduce 23 million tons CO2e annually
• Eliminate 43,000 tons local air pollutants



20% reduction below 
2005 levels, by 2020

80% reduction below 
2005 levels, by 2050

“intent to reduce 
current community-
wide emissions by the 
end of 2012 to a level 
not to exceed 2.466 
million tons.”
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Fort Collins Greenhouse Gas Goals
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Fort Collins Greenhouse Gas Emissions/Projections
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Per Capita Emissions
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Develop a local “Community Climate 
Challenge” for the residential sector, focusing 
on an educational campaign to promote 
actions with a goal of reducing 1% of per 
capita GHG emissions.  A key component 
would be youth-focused programs (in-school 
programs, scouts, youth groups, church 
groups, services groups, etc.) 

• Reduce 28,000 tons CO2e by 2012
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Source: 2007 Fort Collins citizen survey on air quality
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2008 
• Climate Task Force Discussion

• CSU Intern - Best Practices review

• CSU class project on CCC models

2009
• Program development (clarify City gov. role and sco pe) 

• Implement Pilot
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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that
ever has. – Margaret Mead 
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The time 
for action  
is now.
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Lucinda Smith
lsmith@fcgov.com
(970) 224-6085


